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Subject Header: May Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
Idaho Summer Special Olympics Needs Volunteers for May 29
Volunteers are needed for the Healthy Athletes screening day. The event will be held at Nampa High School, in the main gym. Volunteer shifts are 2-6 p.m. and 5-9:30 p.m. With support from Delta Dental of Idaho, dentistry volunteers will be able to use intraoral cameras and computers for screenings. Customized take-home kits for the athletes will also be created and distributed. Dental professionals and other volunteers are needed. Click here to sign up or text Dr. Brooke at 208-859-8449 with questions. 

Medicaid Listening Sessions – Lewiston & Coeur d’Alene Sessions Next Week
The last two Idaho Dept. of Health & Welfare Medicaid Listening Sessions are May 26, in Coeur d’Alene and May 28, in Lewiston. The sessions are designed to give Medicaid recipients, stakeholders, and providers time to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. For information about time and place, click here.

Idaho Featured in National Learning Collaborative Report
In October 2024, Idaho was selected as one of five states to participate in the Building State Capacity for Integration (BSCI) Learning Collaborative. The IOHA, the Idaho Oral Health Program, and representatives from MCNA (Managed Care of North America) and Idaho Dept. of Health & Welfare rural health and maternal and child health divisions comprised the Idaho team and tackled four projects to address integrated oral health care for pregnant women. The project wrapped up in April 2026. Click here for the full report.

Dental Assisting Program @ Dennis Technical Education Center Seeks Support
The dental assisting program at DTECH within the Boise School District, invites community members to support the program by participating on the Technical Advisory Committee or as a volunteer with students. Program instructor, Shannon Kay, also seeks dental practices for student placement. The high school program offers a blend of classroom instruction and clinical experience including chairside assisting, radiography, infection control, and office procedures. To volunteer for any of these Treasure Valley opportunities, contact Shannon Kay, Shannon.kay@boiseschools.org 

DTECH Student Selected to Represent Idaho at International Leadership Conference
Jaslene Rizo, a DTECH high school student in the dental assisting program, has been selected to represent Idaho at the HOSA International Leadership Conference in Indianapolis, IN, this summer. HOSA, (Health Occupations Student Organization) is a global student-led organization recognized by the U.S. Dept. of Education and the Dept. of Health and Human Services. The organization empowers future health professionals to become leaders in the global health community. The Boise Schools Foundation is accepting tax-deductible donations to assist Jaslene with her travel. To donate by May 29, click here, select “Other” from the donation dropdown menu, and in the comment/instructions box, type “DTEC-HOSA.” 

Idaho State Dental Association Annual Session Registration is Live
The ISDA Annual Session is June 11-13, in Boise. In addition to the continuing education and special events, the Flossy 5K is back! All event and registration links here.  

ECHO Idaho Oral Health in Primary Care Series Report, Recordings
The 8-part webinar series wrapped up in April and was widely praised. The on-demand version of the series is available for $85 and includes continuing education credit.  Click here to register and create an ECHO Idaho account. For a copy of the final report on the series, contact Jennifer Wheeler, IOHA executive director, at jwheeler@idahooralhealth.org 

Idaho Maternal and Child Health Program Block Grant Executive Summary
The FY2027 Idaho Title V MCH Block Grant Executive Summary has been completed with the help of broad support and insight. Oral health continues to be a strong focus for the maternal and child health efforts in Idaho. Click here to view the summary.

National Resources
American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine (AADSM) Webinar
The AADSM is hosting a Screening for Sleep Apnea webinar several times in 2026. During the one-hour webinar, dental professionals will learn how to identify patients at risk for sleep apnea by integrating simple protocols. CE is provided. Click here for more information and dates. 

On-Demand CED: Shaping Smiles, Preventing Cancer
Join this on-demand learning series designed to empower dental professionals in the fight against HPV-related oropharyngeal cancers. This free course, by the American Cancer Society and partners, covers everything from HPV basics to best practices for incorporating HPV vaccinations in your practice. 4.0 CDE Available. CDE credits are provided by NNOHA. This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with ADA CERP standards. Register here.

New CDT 2027 Code for Pediatric-to-Adult Transition Services
The American Association of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) announced that a new “transition code” was officially approved at the Code Maintenance Committee (CMC) meeting for CDT 2027. This code supports pediatric-to-adult transition services for patients with special health care needs. It recognizes the additional time and effort required to successfully prepare patients and their families and caregivers for the transition and to identify an appropriate adult provider. Effective January 1, 2027, pediatric dentists are strongly encouraged to include the new transition code (D9998) on treatment records and claims forms when offering transition services for patients with disabilities. Please refer to the AAPD’s Policy on Transitioning from a Pediatric to an Adult Dental Home for Individuals with Special Health Care Needs for additional guidance on transition. 

Improving Oral Care More than Halves Hospital-Acquired Pneumonia Risk
A landmark trial presented by the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) at Global 2026 shows that improving oral hygiene for hospital patients can reduce the risk of non-ventilator-associated hospital-acquired pneumonia (NV-HAP) by 60%. Read press release.

The Tongue is Talking: What Systemic Secrets is it Revealing?
Elevating Care offers this free one-hour live CE on May 26, 6-7 p.m. (MT). Register here.

CareQuest Institute Opportunities
Webinar Lineup: Maternal Health, Hypertension,  & More
Join CareQuest Institute and leading experts for engaging webinars on a wide range of topics. Each 60-minute webinar, which ends with an interactive Q&A session, is eligible for 1 free CE credit. Register here.
· May 21 — Hypertension and Oral Care (5-6 p.m.)
· June 4 — Medication Safety
· June 25 — Pre-Medication Guidelines

Article: Super-utilizers: The Cost of Repeated Dental ED Visits. Who are the people seeking emergency treatment for preventable dental conditions four or more times per year? And how can expanding dental services help them? Learn more in a new article in Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology. 


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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