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You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
IOHA Live Webinar: Oral Health and Obstetrics – How Providers Can Help Patients with Oral Health During Pregnancy
The IOHA, with partners including MCNA, the Idaho Oral Health Program, and the Idaho Division of Maternal and Child Health, is offering three live webinars on March 24, 25, and 26, for medical professionals. While the content will be the same, the times are different in the hope that OB providers, including midwives and doulas, will be able to participate. Click here to register. 

ECHO Idaho Oral Health in Primary Care Series Continues
Join tomorrow’s 12:30 p.m. (MST) ECHO Idaho oral health series featuring Dr. Ann Eshenaur Spolarich, RDH, Ph.D., Professor and Assistant Dean for Research, Arizona School of Dentistry and Oral Health, A.T. Still University. The March topic is Understanding Medication Impacts on Oral Health. This web-based interactive educational series for medical professionals who want to learn more about oral health continues with monthly sessions through April. Registrants can participate in new sessions but can also access the past webinars in the series. Click here to register. 

Delta Dental of Idaho: Oral Health Grant Application Opens April 1, 2026
Delta Dental of Idaho is seeking submissions for the Spring 2026 cycle of their Oral Health Grant Program. Grants awards range between $5,000 to $25,000 for capacity building, capital and equipment, and special projects focused on improving dental infrastructure and workforce capacity in Idaho; improving access to affordable, timely, and high-quality dental health care; and reducing oral disease through education, prevention, and treatment. Eligible applicants include 501(c)(3) public charities or government entities and their instrumentalities who serve individuals in the state of Idaho. The online application opens April 1, 2026, and closes April 21, 2026. Decisions will be made in early June. To preview the application and view detailed funding guidelines, create or login into an existing account click here.

Medicaid Listening Sessions – Boise Session on April 7
The next Idaho Depart. of Health & Welfare Medicaid Listening Session is April 7, at the Capitol Building in the Lincoln Auditorium. The sessions are designed to give Medicaid recipients, stakeholders, and providers time to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. While dates and cities have been announced, times and places are shared before each session. Remaining sessions: April 7, Boise; May 26, Coeur d’Alene; May 28, Lewiston. Suggested talking points will be emailed to IOHA friends a few days before each meeting.

Idaho Community Health Worker Association Annual Learning Collaborative – April 20
The ICHWA Annual Learning Collaborative will again include a session on oral health. The day-long event educates, uplifts, and advocates for Idaho’s Community Health Workers. To register, click here. 

Save April 29-30 for the Idaho Rural Health Conference Featuring Oral Health
The 2026 Idaho Rural Health Conference, held in Boise, April 29-30, will include tracks and breakout sessions related to oral health. Oral health workforce will be one of the featured topics for facilitated discussion. Continuing education certificates will be provided and, thanks to funding from the Health Resources and Services Administration Oral Health Workforce Grant, the Idaho Oral Health Program has a limited amount of funding available for travel reimbursement. More information will be available on travel reimbursements when registration for the conference opens. Please reach out to IOHP@dhw.idaho.gov for any questions. See you April 29th and 30th at The Riverside Hotel in Boise.

National Resources
ADA Reaffirms Importance of Clinical Exams in Early Oral Cancer Detection
The American Dental Association has updated guideline recommendations noting that clinical oral exams remain foundational to the early detection of oral cancer and that cytology adjuncts should only be used in certain circumstances to help inform the need for biopsy. Published in the March issue of JADA, these are the first to be released as part of a living guideline on the early detection of oral squamous cell carcinoma and potentially malignant disorders. The living guideline is an update to a 2017 clinical practice guideline on the evaluation of potentially malignant disorders, including oral cancer. Read more

Cancer Prevention Through HPV Vaccination: An Action Guide for Oral Health Professions
The American Cancer Society has prepared this guide that provides information on how oral health professionals can help reduce the incidence of oropharyngeal cancer by promoting human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination among their patients. Topics include becoming educated about HPV and oropharyngeal cancer prevention, talking to parents or other guardians about HPV vaccination, adding HPV vaccination into routine oral health care practices, and helping to ensure that patients get vaccinated.

Cardiovascular Health and Oral Health Campaign Material
The American Heart Association in collaboration with Delta Dental has launched the Healthy Smiles, Healthy Hearts™ initiative. This initiative explores the integration of care between oral and cardiovascular health and seeks to engage dental professionals by implementing a new standard of care for heart health screening at the dentist’s office by conducting blood pressure screenings and providing necessary referrals to primary care. This movement also seeks to educate the patients about the link between heart health and oral health, emphasizing the importance of a patient having an integrated care team to improve total health and well-being. Access an implementation guide, e-learning, and patient education materials at the initiative’s website.

CareQuest Institute Opportunities
Webinar: Timely Guidance on Fluoride Supplements. Join CareQuest Institute and the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry for a webinar on March 26 from 5–6 p.m. MT that will examine clinical indications for fluoride supplementation, address common access barriers, and discuss opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration between dental and medical providers.

Article: 8 Key Questions about Oral Health Policy in 2026. CareQuest Institute Senior Director of Public Policy Melissa Burroughs answered eight questions about what is shaping up to be the most critical time for oral health policy in decades.


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
2

