Newsletter sent 6/16/26
Subject Header: May Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
June 23 Webinar on Policy Updates for Medicaid and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Click here to join this June 23, noon (MT), webinar hosted by Idaho Supports Medicaid and the Idaho Center for Fiscal Policy. Both Medicaid and SNAP will see changes go into effect within the next year that could impact eligibility and enrollment. 

Participate in the Friends of Children and Families, Inc./Head Start Community Needs Assessment by June 30
Live in the Treasure Valley? Friends of Children and Families, Inc. (Head Start and Early Head Start) invites you to participate in their Community Needs Assessment Update Survey. Participation will help the organization plan for the services delivered to children and families over the next five years. Click here  to complete the 5–10-minute survey before June 30.

Oral Health Services Delivered to Idaho Summer Special Olympians in May
Idaho Special Olympics Healthy Athletes screening day was a great success. The event, held at Nampa High School in late May, served 131 athletes and provided screenings, oral health instruction, and mouth guards. Fifteen general volunteers joined five dentists, four hygienists, and two dental assistants for the event. Thank you to all!

Carrington College to Host Community Career & Resource Fair – July 8
Carrington College is hosting a Community Career & Resource Fair for current and prospective students. It will be held at the Boise campus on Wednesday, July 8, from 11:30am-1:30pm and is a great opportunity to explore career options, network, and bring resumes. For more information, contact jenny.pyle@carrington.edu. 

Health Careers Camp Hosted by SW Idaho AHEC – July 27
The Southwest Idaho Area Health Education Center (AHEC) will, once again, host the Health Careers Camp on July 27, at Idaho State University (ISU) Meridian. This free event offers high school students a hands-on introduction to healthcare careers including interactive activities and opportunities to connect with professionals in dental (including a dentist and hygienist), medical, nursing, and behavioral health fields. The event, held 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., is made possible through a St. Luke’s Community Health Improvement Fund Grant with space donated by ISU-Meridian. To learn more or register, click here.

Idaho State Dental Association Recognizes Idaho Dental Professionals
During last week’s Annual Session, the Idaho State Dental Association (ISDA) honored several colleagues with the Idaho Dental Awards and President’s Awards. Congratulations to: Dr. Scott Alexander, Dr. John Kriz, Dr. Jill Shelton Wagers, Dr. Tim Penberthy, Dr. Whitney Bator, Dr. Spencer Lloyd, Dr. Megan Speirs, Jess Laughter, RDH, Lisa Adams, and Julie Nelson.

National Resources
Exploring Partnerships between Head Start and Dental Professionals
The National Office of Head Start offers three articles that explore ways that dental hygienists, dentists, and other medical providers can partner with Head Start staff to improve oral health care for pregnant women and children enrolled in Head Start Programs. Dental Hygienist Partner link; Dental Partner link; Medical Provider link. To find an Idaho Head Start that might be interested in a partnership, connect with the Idaho Head Start Association or reach to the IOHA. 

Blog Post: From Pregnancy to First Tooth: 11 Questions on Early Oral Health
The National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center (OHRC) partnered with the CareQuest Institute for Oral Health to present a blog addressing questions that were raised during a recent webinar. Answers to questions about the connection between oral health and maternal and pediatric health, what is safe and unsafe for pregnant patients and infants, and how to talk with patients about Silver Diamine Fluoride, pharmacology, and the importance of oral healthcare are covered. Click here to read the blog.

Best Practice Approach Report: Integrating Oral Health Care into Primary Care
The Association for State and Territorial Dental Directors has released a report chronicling best practices for implementing oral health integration. The suggested strategies draw on proven health outcomes attributed to integration. Click here for the report.

Smiles for Life – New Course on Care for Veterans
A new Veterans Oral Health module is now available on Smiles for Life. The Family Medicine Education Consortium, with CareQuest, provided grant money to add this module prepared by Dr. Alpert from the Harvard School of Dental Medicine. It is available here complete with speaker notes. Smiles for Life is a module-based program designed by medical professionals to coach colleagues in all things dental. The free online training resource was started in 2005 and is endorsed by 24 national and international health organizations and associations. 

CareQuest Institute Opportunities and Information
Webinar Lineup for Summer
Join CareQuest Institute and leading experts for engaging webinars on a wide range of topics. Each 60-minute webinar, which ends with an interactive Q&A session, is eligible for 1 free CE credit. Sessions are held at 5:00 p.m. (MTN). Register here.
· June 25 — Pre-Medication Guidelines
· July 16 – Complex Care Reimbursement

Article: Super-utilizers: The Cost of Repeated Dental ED Visits. Who are the people seeking emergency treatment for preventable dental conditions four or more times per year? And how can expanding dental services help them? Learn more in a new article in Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology. 


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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