Newsletter sent 1/20/26
Subject Header: January Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
Baby Teeth Matter Billboards Across Idaho in February
Keep an eye out for IOHA/Healthy Me is Cavity-Free billboards across the state during the month of February. In partnership with Lamar Advertising, 19 billboards promoting the concept, Baby Teeth Matter, will appear in rural communities across Idaho. (See the attached image of the Blackfoot billboard.) Presented in both English and Spanish languages, the billboards encourage connection to our webpage, Baby Teeth Matter.

New IOHA Executive Committee, Thanks To Troy Clovis 
Congratulations to newly elected IOHA executive committee members: Colleen Stephenson, chair; Rachel Mitchell, chair-elect; Kaci Jensen, treasurer; Kelly Reich, secretary; Troy Clovis, immediate past chair. Thanks to Dr. Clovis who served as chair for the last four years. His leadership has been incredibly valuable to the entire team and the efforts of the IOHA. 

Idaho Head Start Association Conference Registration Live
Early childhood professionals are invited to this annual conference. The January 28-29, 2026, event will be held in Boise and continuing education units will be available through Northwest Nazarene University. Click here to register. 

Love Heals Free Clinic Volunteers Needed for Nampa Event on Jan. 30, 2026
Love Heals Free Clinic, headquartered in Idaho, is presenting a free clinic day in Nampa on January 30, 2026. To providers and community volunteers are needed. Click here to register.

IOHA Talking Points for Medicaid Listening Sessions – Virtual Session on Feb. 3
The Idaho Department of Health & Welfare has more Listening Sessions planned for 2026 to give Medicaid recipients, stakeholders, and providers time to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. While dates and cities have been announced, times and places are shared only days before each session. Remaining sessions: Feb. 3, virtual; March 10, Gooding; April 7, Boise Westgate; May 26, Coeur d’Alene; May 28, Lewiston. We will do our best to alert regional members and partners as soon as details are released. Click here to register for the Feb. 3 virtual session held 10-noon (Mtn). See the suggested talking points attached to this email.

Idaho State Dental Association Holds Dental Day at the Capitol, Feb. 19, 2026
The Idaho State Dental Association (ISDA) invites dental professionals to join them at the Idaho Capitol on Feb. 19. This inaugural event is about relationship-building, education, and reminding legislators that oral health policy directly impacts Idaho patients and practices. Details here. 
 
ECHO Idaho Oral Health in Primary Care Series Continues
This web-based interactive educational series for medical professionals who want to learn more about oral health continues with monthly sessions through April. Registrants can participate in new sessions but can also access the past four webinars in the series. Click here to register. 

Idaho Dental Hygienists’ Association – New Leadership
The Idaho Dental Hygienists’ Association (IDHA) elected new board members in November and has hired Janis McClelland, RDH, MSDH, FADHA as its new executive director. Board members for 2026 include Tana Allen, president; Kimberly Reeves, president-elect; Cami Sindon, vice president; Laughlin Drake, treasurer, and the immediate past president is Logan Toner. Congratulations to all.

Delta Dental of Idaho Job Announcement for Twin Falls
Delta Dental of Idaho’s Community Outreach Department seeks a skilled Dental Hygienist to join its Twin Falls based “Grins on the Go” mobile clinic team. This role provides preventive oral health care and education to children in qualifying schools. Applicants should have an Associate degree or higher in dental hygiene, an Idaho RDH license, CPR certification, and at least three years of experience. The position is seasonal and part-time, offering dental and 401(k) benefits, and is a great opportunity to make a meaningful impact on oral health across the state. Learn more and apply at Delta Dental of Idaho’s careers page. Please share this opportunity.

Delta Dental of Idaho 2026 “Rethink Your Drink” Grant Announcement
K-12 schools can apply to receive a Delta Dental of Idaho-branded Elkay® water bottle filling station to update or replace an outdated drinking water fountain. Each school awarded will also receive water bottles and dental care kits for all students and staff and will have access to oral health educational material. The application opens February 2 to March 2, 2026. Click here for the timeline and eligibility, and to access the online application platform. Schools need to create an account to preview and complete the application. Contact Delta Dental of Idaho’s Community Outreach Manager, Shaina Cales, at scales@deltadentalid.com with any questions.

Idaho Comprehensive Cancer Alliance 2026 Annual Conference Registration Live
Register now for the Feb. 11, 2026, Idaho Comprehensive Cancer Alliance annual conference. The conference is free and attendees can participate in person or virtually. This year’s half-day hybrid event focuses on collaboration, discussion, and practical action, and brings together partners, healthcare professionals, and community leaders committed to strengthening cancer prevention, early detection, treatment, and survivorship.  

Idaho Kids Covered Resumes Monthly Web-based Legislative Updates
Register here for monthly updates from Idaho Kids Covered regarding the impacts of legislative decisions on Idaho children.

Idaho Events for National Children’s Dental Health Month (February)
For a list of Idaho Give Kids a Smile events during February, click here.


National Resources
CareQuest Resources and Upcoming Webinars
Webinar: Addressing Medical Emergencies in Dentistry: Join CareQuest Institute on Thursday, January 22 ,from 5–6 p.m. MT for a webinar (eligible for 1 free CE credit) that will review the most dangerous medical emergencies oral health professionals should be prepared to manage.

Diagnosing Diabetes in the Dental Office: A new resource from CareQuest Institute outlines the benefits, roles, and considerations for oral health providers in screening for diabetes.

Training on Obstetric Risk Management
The National Network for Oral Health Access (NNOHA) offers a live webinar that is later available as a recording of a training designed to satisfy the Federal Tort Claims Act annual obstetric risk management training requirement required of federally-funded health center clinical staff. Obstetric Risk Management for Oral Health Professionals will be offered on January 27, 2026 at 1:30 pm MT. Presenters will discuss the importance and safety of oral health care during pregnancy and provide practice guidance and pharmacological considerations. The session will be available on-demand through the end of 2026. Register.

Bridging Oral and Cardiovascular Health
Join the American Heart Association on February 27, 2026 at noon MST for a webinar where medical and dental professionals unite to explore the critical connection between oral inflammation and cardiovascular outcomes. This session will provide an understanding of the latest American Heart Association statement and its implications for integrated care. 
Presenters will:
· Guide attendees through the scientific evidence supporting the new statement
· Explore practical implications for clinical care across both medical and dental settings
· Highlight the relevant intersectional work of the Healthy Smiles, Healthy Hearts initiative


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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