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You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
Idaho State Dental Association Holds Dental Day at the Capitol, Feb. 19, 2026
The Idaho State Dental Association (ISDA) invites dental professionals to join them at the Idaho Capitol on Feb. 19. This inaugural event is about relationship-building, education, and reminding legislators that oral health policy directly impacts Idaho patients and practices. Details here.

Idaho Oral Health Program Hires New Manager
Samantha “Sam” Semple-Kenney, RDH, is the new Idaho Oral Health Program manager. She is a public health and organizational development professional with more than two decades of experience in oral health, public health, and organizational development. Born and raised in Idaho’s Treasure Valley, she began her career in dentistry assisting in her father’s practice and later supporting school-based sealant clinics with Central District Health. As a dental hygienist, Sam spent 13 years at Delta Dental of Idaho. In 2019, Sam broadened her scope to community health at United Way of Treasure Valley. When COVID 19 redirected priorities, she joined Southwest District Health as a project manager. She is a certified community health worker and earned her Certified Public Manager credential. She also served on the Idaho Oral Health Alliance board for many years, including several as Chair. Congratulations, Sam!

College of Western Idaho Announces Dental Hygiene Program Manager Position
The College of Western Idaho (CWI) is hiring the first ever program manager for the upcoming dental hygiene program. The job announcement closes at the end of February. Click here for the job announcement.

Medicaid Listening Sessions – Gooding Session on March 10
The next Idaho Depart. of Health & Welfare Medicaid Listening Session is March 10, in Gooding, at the Basque Association. The sessions are designed to give Medicaid recipients, stakeholders, and providers time to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. While dates and cities have been announced, times and places are shared before each session. Remaining sessions: March 10, Gooding; April 7, Boise Westgate; May 26, Coeur d’Alene; May 28, Lewiston. Suggested talking points will be emailed to IOHA friends a few days before each meeting.

ECHO Idaho Oral Health in Primary Care Series Continues
Join today’s 12:30 p.m. (MST) ECHO Idaho oral health series featuring Dr. Brooke Fukuoka and Dr. Paul O’Kane. This web-based interactive educational series for medical professionals who want to learn more about oral health continues with monthly sessions through April. Registrants can participate in new sessions but can also access the past webinars in the series. Click here to register. 

Delta Dental of Idaho Hiring in Twin Falls
Delta Dental of Idaho’s Community Outreach Department seeks a skilled Dental Hygienist to join its Twin Falls based “Grins on the Go” mobile clinic team. This role provides preventive oral health care and education to children in qualifying schools. Applicants should have an Associate degree or higher in dental hygiene, an Idaho RDH license, CPR certification, and at least three years of experience. The position is seasonal and part-time, offering dental and 401(k) benefits, and is a great opportunity to make a meaningful impact on oral health across the state. Learn more and apply at Delta Dental of Idaho’s careers page. Please share this opportunity.

Delta Dental of Idaho 2026 “Rethink Your Drink” Grant Announcement
K-12 schools can apply to receive a Delta Dental of Idaho-branded Elkay® water bottle filling station to update or replace an outdated drinking water fountain. Each recipient school also receives water bottles and dental care kits for all students and staff and will have access to oral health educational material. The application closes March 2, 2026. Click here for the timeline and eligibility, and to access the online application platform. Schools need to create an account to preview and complete the application. Contact Delta Dental of Idaho’s Community Outreach Manager, Shaina Cales, at scales@deltadentalid.com with any questions.

Idaho Kids Covered Monthly Web-based Legislative Updates
Register here for monthly updates from Idaho Kids Covered regarding the impacts of legislative decisions on Idaho children.

Limited Time Discount for Outdoor Advertising for Dental Practices
Lamar Advertising was a generous supporter for the IOHA Baby Teeth Matter billboards and was happily surprised at the success of the February campaign. The company has created a limited time discount offer for dentists across the southern part of the state (Treasure Valley, Pocatello, Idaho Falls areas). For more details on the 20% off deal, contact Eli Mandel, (208) 362-6101 or emandel@lamar.com 


National Resources
New Analysis: How Ending Water Fluoridation Would Affect Children and State Medicaid Costs
In this report, researchers at CareQuest Institute analyzed how ending water fluoridation would affect the well-being of children and Medicaid costs within five states: Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Missouri. Each of these states has legislation to ban or restrict water fluoridation, with a ban already passed in Florida. A water fluoridation ban in just these five states would cause more than 132,000 additional children to need cavities filled or teeth pulled, and cost state Medicaid programs nearly $40 million within three years.

Burden of Severe Periodontitis Remains Public Health Concern
According to a study published in the February issue of The Journal of the American Dental Association, the burden of severe periodontitis remains a public health concern in the U.S., emphasizing the need for targeted interventions in high-risk populations and regions. The cover story evaluated the burden of severe periodontitis in the U.S. from 1990 through 2021 and projected its trajectory through 2050. Read more.

New Oral Health Measures in CMS Core Set
CMS (Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services) has released Updates to the Child and Adult Core Health Care Quality Measurement Sets and Mandatory Reporting Guidance, which includes the addition of the “Adults with Diabetes—Oral Evaluation” measure to the 2027 adult core set for voluntary reporting. The Dental Quality Alliance (DQA) developed this measure to provide a standardized approach for evaluating whether Medicaid programs and plans assure that adults with diabetes receive an oral evaluation during the measurement year. The measure’s inclusion in the adult care set represents an important milestone for oral health quality measurement. The measure reinforces the role of oral evaluation as part of comprehensive chronic disease management, elevates the visibility of oral health within Medicaid quality programs, and supports greater alignment between medical and dental quality initiatives. It also creates new opportunities for states to assess access to care, identify disparities, and support quality improvement activities for adults with diabetes. Learn more about DQA’s quality measures.

Bridging Oral and Cardiovascular Health
Join the American Heart Association on February 27, 2026, at noon MST for a webinar where medical and dental professionals unite to explore the critical connection between oral inflammation and cardiovascular outcomes. This session will provide an understanding of the latest American Heart Association statement and its implications for integrated care. 
Presenters will:
· Guide attendees through the scientific evidence supporting the new statement
· Explore practical implications for clinical care across both medical and dental settings
· Highlight the relevant intersectional work of the Healthy Smiles, Healthy Hearts initiative

American Network of Oral Health Coalitions (ANOHC) Executive Director Named
The IOHA is a long-time member of ANOHC and is proud to share that the nonprofit has hired its inaugural executive director, Tanya Dorf Brunner. Tanya has been the Executive Director of Oral Health Kansas for nearly 17 years and was a co-founder of ANOHC. She brings a wealth of experience with oral health coalition leadership and advocacy, non-profit management, as well as deep connections with national partners. Congratulations to Tanya. Look for her during the National Oral Health Conference in April.



We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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