Newsletter sent 8/15/25 
Subject Header: September Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

It isn’t too late to pay your IOHA membership for 2025. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

Idaho Resources/News
[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]IOHA Website Now Available in Spanish
The IOHA website can now be viewed in English or Spanish. Click here for the website and look to the lower right corner and hover over the word English to pick your preferred language. We hope you’ll share this news with colleagues and partners. 

ECHO Idaho Oral Health Series for Medical Providers Starts Tomorrow
The IOHA is pleased to announce the creation of an 8-part educational webinar series hosted and managed by ECHO Idaho. This free virtual series is designed for primary care providers who want to learn more about oral health for their patients. We ask that you share this opportunity with medical colleagues. The series starts September 16 and continues every third Tuesday, 12:30-1:30 MT. Register here. This series is made possible by generous donations from Delta Dental of Idaho, MCNA, PacificSource Health Plans, and the Idaho Oral Health Alliance. Our thanks to our panelists and presenters including: Dr. Jaimie Erickson; Dr. K.C. Esplin; Dr. Cole Anderson; Dr. Brooke Fukuoka; Dr. Ernest Meshack-Hart; Dr. Paul O’Kane; Dr. Kailey Housley; Colleen Stephenson, RDH; Erica Craven, RDH; Dr. Melody Weaver; Dr. Lisa Simon; Dr. Ann Eshenaur Spolarich, and Jennifer Wheeler.

Public Comments Sought Regarding Pending Idaho Medicaid Rate Adjustments – Due Sept. 28
The Idaho Dept. of Health and Welfare is accepting written and recorded comments regarding the proposed changes to Medicaid Rates through September 28th, thirty (30) calendar days after the posting of these changes. Anyone wishing to provide input may submit comments through the following methods.
•     Send email comments To: MCPT@dhw.idaho.gov
•     Call and leave recorded comments at: (208)-364-1887
•     Send fax comments To: 1-208-287-1170
•     Mail comments to: Division of Medicaid, PO Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0009 Attn: Policy Team
•     Hand Deliver Comments During Regular Business Hours (M-F from 8AM to 5PM) To: Division of Medicaid, 450 State Street, 6th Floor, Boise, ID 83720 Attn: Policy Team

DHW Seeks Public Input for Rural Health Transformation Program Application – Due Sept. 30
The Idaho Dept. of Health and Welfare (DHW) is seeking input to inform its application for the Rural Health Transformation Program created through the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. The federal $50 billion Rural Health Transformation Program is run by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services with the goal to improve rural health in all 50 states through funding awards over a five-year period.

Input from rural health care providers, hospitals, clinics, community organizations, payers, workforce entities, universities, tribal nations, associations, local governments, and the public is critical to guiding the department’s application for funding that will serve rural Idaho communities. Input will be accepted from Sept. 5 to Sept. 30, 2025.

The Idaho Rural Health Transformation Grant application public and stakeholder input survey can be found here: https://app.keysurvey.com/f/41795757/170f/

Note: Survey responses will not be treated or evaluated as a contract opportunity or application and are considered public record. All input submitted becomes property of the department (Idaho Public Records Law, Idaho Code Section 74). Commenters should refrain from submitting any sensitive, proprietary, confidential, or health-related information.

Delta Dental of Idaho: Oral Health Grant Application Opens October 2, 2025
Delta Dental of Idaho is seeking submissions for the Fall 2025 cycle of their Oral Health Grant Program. Grants may be awarded in amounts between $5,000 to $25,000 for capacity building, capital and equipment, and special projects focused on improving dental infrastructure and workforce capacity in Idaho; improving access to affordable, timely, and high-quality dental health care; and reducing oral disease through education, prevention, and treatment. Eligible applicants include 501(c)(3) public charities or government entities and their instrumentalities who serve individuals in the state of Idaho. The online application opens October 2, 2025, and closes October 21, 2025. Decisions will be made in early December. To preview the application and view detailed funding guidelines, create or login into an existing account on the Delta Dental grant management system  grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=ddoi.

Idaho Dental Hygienists’ Association Annual Session, Scholarships
The IDHA Annual Session will be held in Pocatello. To register for the Nov. 7-8, 2025, conference click here. To apply for undergraduate or graduate scholarships, click here.
  
AIDPH Veteran Oral Health Idaho Seminar Recording
On August 21, 2025, the IOHA hosted the American Institute of Dental Public Health (AIDPH) presentation on advancing veteran oral health that featured Idaho-focused information. To watch a recording of the meeting on YouTube, click here.  

Fact Sheet for H.R. 1 from Idaho Supports Medicaid
Idaho Supports Medicaid/Idaho Voices for Children has prepared a fact sheet outlining the healthcare provisions and what they could mean for Idahoans that have insurance through Medicaid or have purchased their insurance through the state-based marketplace. 
Download the Fact Sheet Here.  The group also asks for submission of stories of Idahoans who 
get health insurance through the state-based marketplace with the help of a tax credit to help show lawmakers the real impact these policy changes have. Contact Ayla Birch at abirch@idahovoices.org to share your story.


National Resources

CareQuest Institute for Oral Health Resources
Analyzing Oral Health Care Spending Across the Lifespan
How much do people in the U.S. spend on oral healthcare? Is there a difference in oral health care spending between Medicaid and commercial insurance plans? The new report, “Lifelong Oral Health: How Insurance Type Shapes Dental Care Spending,” answers those questions and more.

What Barriers to Dental Care Do People with HIV Face?
More than 1.2 million people in the U.S. living with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) are significantly less likely to receive dental care compared to those without HIV despite being at higher risk for oral health issues. Learn more about the barriers to receiving adequate oral health care that individuals with HIV face.

Providing Oral Health Resources to Remote Caregivers
“Caregiving from far away is very different from living with him at home and seeing him day to day.” Read one daughter’s story about helping her aging father maintain his oral health from hundreds of miles away, thanks to a free oral health education program created by Lunder-Dineen Health Education Alliance of Maine, a CareQuest Institute grantee. 

New American Academy of Pediatrics Web Page for Fluoride Facts
The American Academy of Pediatrics has a new webpage. https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/fact-checked-fluoride-is-a-powerful-tool-for-preventing-tooth-decay/

U.S. Dentist Workforce – 2025 Update
The ADA Health Policy Institute (HPI) offers a sweeping 2025 update of the U.S. dentist workforce. HPI explores trends in four domains — who makes up the dentist workforce, how and where dentists work, how practicing dentists are doing economically, and the future of the dentist workforce. The report makes full use of HPI’s rich repository of dentist data and includes state-level trends. HPI’s new report identifies a theme of transition: 
· The dentist workforce is quickly becoming younger, with an increasing share of women. 
· A younger and more diverse workforce is practicing differently compared to previous generations — early career dentists are shifting considerably to group practice.
· Dental practices are experiencing a “fiscal squeeze” that is driving dentist net income down across all specialties and career stages.
· The supply of dentists has been stable for the past few years but is about to grow. The retirement “surge” among Baby Boomer dentists is nearing its end while dental school enrollment is at an all-time high. 
Watch a 7-minute summary from the ADA’s Chief Economist, Dr. Marko Vujicic. See the full 70+ slide report for all the details. 


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), DentaQuest, CITA Foundation, and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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