Newsletter sent 10/22/25 
Subject Header: October Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

It isn’t too late to pay your IOHA membership for 2025. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

Idaho Resources/News
[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]IOHA Supports Oral Health Programs in Public Health Districts
In September, the IOHA received a grant from the CITA Foundation to be used to support our Healthy Me is Cavity-Free initiative and regional programming focused on children and pregnant women. The IOHA board voted to provide $1,000 to each Idaho public health district with active oral health programming to support their work with these populations. 

Idaho Oral Health Improvement Plan Report for 2024 is Live
After some delay, the 2024 Partner Report for the 2021-2026 Idaho Oral Health Improvement Plan has been released. The plan, annual reports, and the form for submitting 2025 activity can all be found here. Reports for 2025 oral health partner events and activities must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2025.  

IOHA Talking Points for Medicaid Listening Sessions
IOHA Executive Director, Jennifer Wheeler, participated in the early September Medicaid Listening Session held in Twin Falls. The Idaho Department of Health & Welfare promises more opportunities for Medicaid recipients and providers to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. The IOHA will do our best to keep you informed of these sessions once announced. The attached comments are offered as guidance for any oral health champions who have the opportunity to share insight at any of the meetings. 

ECHO Idaho Oral Health Series for Medical Providers Continues through Spring
The IOHA and ECHO Idaho have created an 8-part educational webinar series designed for primary care providers who want to learn more about oral health for their patients. We ask that you share this opportunity with medical colleagues. The series continues every third Tuesday, 12:30-1:30 MT. Register here. This series is made possible by generous donations from Delta Dental of Idaho, MCNA, PacificSource Health Plans, and the Idaho Oral Health Alliance. Our thanks to our panelists and presenters including: Dr. Jaimie Erickson; Dr. K.C. Esplin; Dr. Cole Anderson; Dr. Brooke Fukuoka; Dr. Ernest Meshack-Hart; Dr. Paul O’Kane; Dr. Kailey Housley; Colleen Stephenson, RDH; Erica Craven, RDH; Dr. Melody Weaver; Dr. Lisa Simon; Dr. Ann Eshenaur Spolarich, and Jennifer Wheeler.

Idaho Dental Hygienists’ Association Annual Session, Scholarships
The IDHA Annual Session will be held in Pocatello. To register for the Nov. 7-8, 2025, conference click here. 

Give Kids A Smile Project Registration Live
Is your practice or group thinking about hosting a February 2026 Give Kids A Smile event? Click here to register your event. Contact the Idaho State Dental Association or ADA for more information.
 
Idaho Head Start Association Conference Registration Live
Early childhood professionals are invited to this annual conference. The January 28-29, 2026, event will be held in Boise and continuing education units will be available through Northwest Nazarene University. Click here to register.

National Resources
Quality Improvement in Dentistry: What It Is and Why It Matters
October 23 from 7 to 8 pm ET. Quality improvement (QI) is a simple yet powerful approach that leads to better processes, patient care, and health outcomes. Join CareQuest Institute and the Dental Quality Alliance on for a webinar that will focus on the value of integrating QI principles into dental clinics. The panel will share practical insights and real-world case examples, showing how to leverage data and analytics to meet the evolving demands of both patients and staff. This webinar is eligible for 1 free CE credit.

Dental Trade Alliance Grant Deadline
The Dental Trade Alliance (DTA) is accepting applications for pilot project grants. Applications must be submitted by November 30, 2025. More information.

CareQuest Continuing Education Options
New Self-Paced Course: Caring for Patients with Dementia. Free 1 CE, 60 minutes. Equips dental professionals with tools to recognize and respond to the unique challenges facing individuals with dementia.

Integrating Oral Health into Whole-Person Care This new white paper shines a light on success stories of interprofessional practice in action with 11 detailed case studies. 

Maternal and Child Health—Improving Oral Health Integration (MCH-IOHI): Environmental Scan Chartbook 2025 
The report contains data about factors that could impact the integration of oral healthcare into primary care for infants, and children, adolescents, and pregnant women at high risk for oral disease in seven states (Colorado, Connecticut, Montana, New York, South Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin) and Puerto Rico. Topics include scope of practice, Medicaid billing and reimbursement, dental hygienists, dental therapists, community health workers, and teledentistry. Data was gathered via an environmental scan by the MCH-IOHI projects, an initiative funded by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, Health Resources and Services Administration.


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), DentaQuest, CITA Foundation, and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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