Newsletter sent 11/17/25 
Subject Header: November Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

Join today and pay your IOHA membership for 2026. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]Idaho Resources/News
Submit Oral Health Activity Reports by 12/31/25
We want to shine a light on your community oral health work! The IOHA is responsible for writing an annual report highlighting the work that partners across the state are undertaking to impact the oral health and whole health. Tell us how your work aligns with the 2021-2026 Idaho Oral Health Improvement Plan. Click here to access the report form, learn more about the plan, or read reports from past years. Report as many projects as you like! All reports must be received by 12/31/25.

Idaho Presentations at the National Network for Oral Health Access
Sowmya Natarajan, MPH, BDS, from the Idaho Oral Health Program, and Taleah Bankos-Jacobsen, RDH, CDHC, from Terry Reilly Health Services, were joined by Katy Battani, RHD, MS, from the National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center, to present on the topic, Partnering with Community Health Workers to Improve Access to Oral Health Care for the Maternal and Child Health Populations. The annual national conference was held in San Antonio in mid-November. 

IOHA Talking Points for Medicaid Listening Sessions
The Idaho Department of Health & Welfare has announced more opportunities for Medicaid recipients, stakeholders, and providers to share insight regarding the redesign of Medicaid management in Idaho. While dates and cities have been announced, times and places are shared only days before each session. Remaining sessions: Dec. 15, Rexburg; Jan. 6, Caldwell; Feb. 3, virtual; March 10, Gooding; April 7, Boise Westgate; May 26, Coeur d’Alene; May 28, Lewiston. The attached comments are offered as guidance for any oral health champions who have the opportunity to share insight at any of the meetings. We will do our best to alert regional members and partner as soon as details are released.

Delta Dental of Idaho’s GrinWell for You Expands to Adults 18 and Older
Delta Dental of Idaho has announced that their free dental benefit program, GrinWell for You, is now available to income-qualifying uninsured adults 18 and older. Eligible participants receive a dental benefit of $1,850 for one year at no cost to them. Enrollment is open now for coverage starting January 1, 2026. Applicants are enrolled quarterly on a first-come, first-served basis. Applicants can apply via a paper application or online, available in English and Spanish. Visit deltadentalid.com/GrinWell to learn more or contact the Community Outreach team at 1-866-894-3563 with any questions. If you serve individuals who could benefit from this program and are not yet on the mailing list for brochures and applications, give Delta a call for details.

Jessica August Named President-Elect for American Dental Hygienists’ Association (ADHA)
Jessica August, MSDH, RDH, CDA, FADHA, from Coeur d’Alene, was installed as president-elect of the ADHA during the July House of Delegates meeting in Chicago. She is the Director of Health Professions for North Idaho College, has worked as Program Dean of Dental Sciences at Portland Community College in Portland, OR, and has served in full-time teaching positions at Idaho State University, the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and Quinsigamond Community College.

Idaho Board of Dentistry Recognized as a 2025 Wellbeing First Champion
The Idaho Board of Dentistry was recognized by the Dr. Lorna Breen Heroes’ Foundation as a 2025 Wellbeing First Champion, becoming only the second state dental board in the nation to receive this honor. Idaho is the first state to achieve this recognition across all health professions. The foundation works to reduce burnout among healthcare professionals and promote their wellbeing by encouraging the removal of invasive mental health questions from licensing and credentialing applications. Full announcement.

Idaho Head Start Association Conference Registration Live
Early childhood professionals are invited to this annual conference. The January 28-29, 2026, event will be held in Boise and continuing education units will be available through Northwest Nazarene University. Click here to register.

ADA Offers Pediatric Live Webinars on Dec. 5
The American Dental Association will offer webinars to enhance care delivery for young patients with its latest set of pediatric webinars on Dec. 5. Resilient Pediatric Dentistry: Navigating Emergencies, Exposures, and Emotions and Little Patients, Big Decisions: Considerations in Pediatric Dentistry will cover topics such as preserving pulpal vitality, creating a calm and supportive environment for young patients, hypomineralization, airway assessment, orofacial development and more. Each course earns 3 CE credits. Register here.

National Resources
TONIGHT: Elevate Oral Care Webinar, Nov. 18
On Nov. 18 at 6 p.m. (MDT), Elevate Oral Care will offer a free webinar titled, Fluoride Hesitancy in Clinical Practice: What’s a Dentist to Do? Click here to register.

Delta Dental: Oral Health Care Use Among an Insured Population After COVID-19
The Delta Dental Plans Association published a commentary piece in the Journal of the American Dental Association (JADA) in September. The article offers perspective on the pandemic’s effects on dentistry. 

MCNA Resource for Childcare Providers, Parents, Oral Health Champions
Managed Care of North America (MCNA) serves as Idaho’s dental Medicaid provider and has made available downloadable educational materials for oral health champions who work with children. Check out the colorful materials in their MCNA’s Kids Zone. 

Dental Trade Alliance Grant Deadline
The Dental Trade Alliance (DTA) is accepting applications for pilot project grants. Applications must be submitted by November 30, 2025. More information.

CareQuest Resources
Nov. 20, 5 p.m. (MDT): Webinar: Providing Care for Native American Communities. Register here. 

Article: The (Surprising) Rate of ED Visits for Non-Traumatic Dental Conditions
Article: Implicit Rachial Bias in Oral Health

American Fluoridation Society Commentary on Restrictions on Fluoride Supplements
View this American Fluoridation Society article, published by PR Newswire on Nov. 4. 


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), DentaQuest, CITA Foundation, and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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