Newsletter sent 8/18/25 
Subject Header: August Oral Health and Partner News

You are receiving this message because you are either an IOHA member or have indicated that you are an oral health champion. If you no longer wish to receive any correspondence from the Idaho Oral Health Alliance, please respond to this email and ask to be removed from our list.

It isn’t too late to pay your IOHA membership for 2025. To join or renew, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We hope you find the following resources helpful.

Idaho Resources/News
[bookmark: m_-480082268722347473__Hlk117769103][bookmark: _Hlk117769103]This Thursday: AIDPH Veteran Oral Health Virtual Road Tour in Idaho
The IOHA will host the American Institute of Dental Public Health (AIDPH) presentation on advancing veteran oral health that will feature Idaho-focused information. This one-hour live web session is August 21, at noon (MT)/11:00 a.m. (PT). The session features an Idaho’s veteran oral health state profile and will share state and national efforts designed to improve oral health for veterans. Register in advance to attend or receive a link to the recording. Register here. 

ECHO Idaho Oral Health Series for Medical Providers Starts Sept. 16
After almost two years of collaboration, the IOHA is pleased to announce the creation of an 8-part educational webinar series hosted and managed by ECHO Idaho. This free virtual series is designed for primary care providers who want to learn more about oral health for their patients. We ask that you share this opportunity with medical colleagues. The series starts September 16 and continues every third Tuesday, 12:30-1:30 MT. Register here.
 
The IOHA has long championed medical-dental collaboration and continues to seek ways to encourage medical providers to adopt oral health assessments, basic preventive care, patient education, and referrals. The IOHA also offers in-clinic training for medical teams that wish to adopt some components of oral health integration into primary care settings. Additional web-based resources are available for families on the Baby Teeth Matter page and providers on the Fluoride Varnish Resources page.
 
ECHO Idaho is a program under the University of Idaho's School of Medical and Health Professions. Participants learn from peers and specialists during one-hour virtual educational sessions that include a didactic presentation and a case study. This series is made possible by generous donations from Delta Dental of Idaho, MCNA, PacificSource Health Plans, and the Idaho Oral Health Alliance. Our thanks to our panelists and presenters including: Dr. Jaimie Erickson; Dr. K.C. Esplin; Dr. Cole Anderson; Dr. Brooke Fukuoka; Dr. Ernest Meshack-Hart; Dr. Paul O’Kane; Dr. Kailey Housley; Colleen Stephenson, RDH; Erica Craven, RDH; Dr. Melody Weaver; Dr. Lisa Simon; Dr. Ann Eshenaur Spolarich, and Jennifer Wheeler.

Idaho State Dental Association Welcomes New Executive Director
The Idaho State Dental Association (ISDA) has hired La Dawn Ames as its new executive director. Ames brings 28 years of leadership experience in nonprofit and association management, including six years as a CEO. She has deep experience with strategic planning, legislative advocacy, board governance, and member engagement — all strengths that align with ISDA’s mission and momentum. She most recently served at the College of Western Idaho and the CWI Foundation, where she led board relations, fundraising, and institutional advancement. Her prior leadership includes 20+ years with Idaho REALTORS®, where she ultimately served as CEO, and time as Executive VP of the Idaho Bankers Association. Jeremy Miller, interim executive director, remains on staff and will continue to work in membership, wellness, and advocacy. The IOHA congratulates both on their new roles. 

Idaho State Univ. Dental Hygiene Program CODA Comments Due by Aug. 28, 2025
The Idaho State University Dental Hygiene Program will undergo an accreditation site visit conducted by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) on October 28-29, 2025. The Commission invites interested individuals from the community — including faculty, students, program administrators, dental-related organizations, patients, and consumers to submit written comments prior to the site visit. The deadline for receipt of third-party comments in the Commission office is August 28, 2025. Click here for the full CODA Third Party comments policy. All comments should be emailed directly to Commission staff. Staff emails can be found at: https://coda.ada.org/about-coda/coda-staff  

Idaho Dental Foundation Awards Grants
At its June meeting, the Idaho Dental Foundation awarded four grants to organizations improving access to dental care. Recipients included: Miles of Smiles mobile van; Genesis Community Health; Public Health Idaho North Central District, and Terry Reilly Health Services. 

Love Heals Free Clinics Seeks Volunteers for September
Love Heals Free Clinics is recruiting volunteers for Owyhee, NV - Monday, Sept. 7th thru Friday, Sept. 12th - Duck Valley Indian Reservation This clinic, organized in partnership with the Idaho and Nevada National Guards, and the Shoshone - Paiute Tribe of Duck Valley, will take place on the reservation. Clinic hours are from 9:00AM - 6:00PM each day, and lunch and snacks are provided for all volunteers. Due to the remote location and long duration of this clinic, Love Heals Free Clinics will pay for lodging in Mountain Home, ID, and volunteers will be shuttled to and from the clinic by the National Guard each day. Learn more or sign up at www.lovehealsfreeclinic.org/get-involved/ or contact Maureen Lavelle at maureen@lovehealsfreeclinic.org with any questions. 


National Resources
5-Part ECHO Course for Dental Providers Serving People with Disabilities
The University of Kansas Medical Center has developed a 5-part oral health series for dental providers, Building Confidence in Serving People with Disabilities. Presented at 1:00 MT, every Thursday from September 4 through October 2, the series aims to build confidence in dental teams to better serve people with disabilities. Through didactic and case-based learning, participants will learn about intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), gain strategies and resources to improve care for patients with IDD, and discover ways to cultivate interprofessional collaboration to better support oral care patients with IDD. Register here.

ASTDD Spotlight: A Strategic Framework for Improving Perinatal Oral Health
The Association for State and Territorial Dental Directors presents this webinar on September 4, at 12:00 ET. Inability to access oral health care before, during, and after pregnancy can contribute to negative outcomes for women and infants. This conversation covers the Strategic Framework for Improving Perinatal Oral Health and some examples of actions that can be used to facilitate improving the outcomes for pregnant women and ultimately their infants. Five states shared descriptive reports that outline steps they are taking toward improving the oral health outcomes of pregnant women and their infants. Presenters: Lori Cofano and Steve Geiermann, DDS. Participate by Zoom  

Multilingual Silver Diamine Fluoride Informational Videos
The Vermont Oral Health Equity Project partnered with the Vermont Language Justice Project to develop a short, accessible, informational video about silver diamine fluoride in 20 languages. The video provides a plain language overview of SDF for patients and parents/caregivers, with the goal of increasing awareness of SDF/minimally invasive care and empowering community organizations and patients to advocate for access to treatment. Content was developed by a design committee comprised of people with disabilities, a parent of children with complex health needs, people of the global majority, and oral health providers, in response to findings from oral health equity research. 

Medical Dental Integration: Smiles for Life Website and Resources
The Smiles for Life program offers free, nationally recognized educational resources designed to integrate oral health into primary care. This comprehensive online and downloadable curriculum highlights the vital role primary care clinicians play in preventing and managing oral health conditions and provides practical strategies to close the oral health training gap. While most oral diseases are preventable through routine screenings and preventive care, many primary care providers receive little or no formal oral health education. Smiles for Life was created 20 years ago to address this gap, ensuring all providers have the tools and knowledge to support better oral health for their patients. Smiles for Life offers certificates upon completion and includes specialized modules for front-line health workers, such as community health workers, health educators, case managers, patient navigators, and others.
 


We hope you will continue your support of the IOHA by joining us as a member. Annual memberships start every January, but you can join at any time. For more information or to pay your dues, visit https://www.idahooralhealth.org/membership/ 

We offer our sincere thanks to our annual corporate sponsors: Delta Dental of Idaho, Managed Care North America (MCNA), DentaQuest, CITA Foundation, and the Idaho Oral Health Program.

Thank you for all you do to support the oral health needs of all who live within the borders of Idaho. 
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